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Spy Defends 
Briton in 



to Iraq. 

Henderson and two other former Matrix 
Churchill officials are on trial in the Old Bai- 
ley courthouse here on charges of violating 
British export laws by hiding the fact that 
the equipment they were shipping to Iraq 
was intended to build weapons. 

The defendants contend that the British 
government knew full well that the machine 
tools and other equipment were for military 
ends, because Henderson and another man 
who worked for the company were regular- 
ly passing information about Iraqi weapons 
procurement to British intelligence. 

See IRAQ, A40, CoL 1 



IRAQ, From A39 



Arms Case 



Manufacturer Said to Give 
Reports on Iraqi Buildup 

— My? 



By Eugene Robinson 

Washington Post Foreign Service 



LONDON, Nov. 3 — The managing direc- 
tor of a company accused of illegally aiding 
the Iraqi arms buildup in the years before 
the invasion of Kuwait was an “extremely 
brave" man who had been feeding informa- 
tion to British intelligence since the late 
1970s, an agent from the spy service MI6 
testified in court today. 

His identity concealed, the intelligence 
officer testified that Paul Henderson— who 
ran a machine-tool company called Matrix 
Churchill— gave British intelligence a de- 
tailed picture of Iraq's efforts to acquire 
new weapons and technology in 1989 and 
1990, including descriptions of arms facto- 
ries and information about the Iraqi officials 
in charge. 

The testimony offered further evidence 
that Western intelligence agencies knew far 
more about the Iraqi arms buildup than was ' 
previously disclosed. The agent portrayed 
an intelligence establishment so eager for 
information about possible Iraqi attempts to 
acquire nuclear, biological or chemical 
weapons — and the long-range missiles to 
deliver them — that indications of a massive 
buildup of conventional weapons were not 
pursued. 

At one point, the agent said, he offered 
Henderson advice on “what line to take" in 
business dealings with the Iraqis. The 
agent, who was testifying for the prosecu- 
tion, also arranged for Henderson to see a 
British Foreign Office official to complain 
about delays in granting the export licenses 
Matrix Churchill needed to send its wares 
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The MI6 agent — the second of 
two active intelligence officers to 
testify in the case — spoke from an 
improvised witness box behind high 
opaque screens so that reporters 
and onlookers could not see what he 
looked like. 

Dubbed “Officer A," the agent 
said he met with Henderson 19 
times between April 1989 and July 
1990, and continued to talk with 
him by telephone periodically until 
October 1990, two months after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait. 

Over that period, the agent tes- 
tified, Henderson provided exten- 
sive information atx>ut Iraqi weap- 
ons projects, some of it stemming 
from his frequent trips to Iraq. In 
1987, the Coventry-based Matrix 
Churchill had been bought by an 
Iraqi-controlled holding company, 
and its business with Iraq had be- 
come a mainstay. 

One day in September 1989, the 
agent said, Henderson was taken to 
a safe house not far from the For- 
eign Office in London to be de- 
briefed by a host of MI6 scientists 
about his knowledge of Iraqi weap- 
ons plants. On other occasions, the 
agent said, he and Henderson met 
in London restaurants or, more fre- 
quently, in Henderson’s office in 
Coventry. 

In addition to the technical data, 
Henderson also provided personal 
information about the Iraqi officials 
who were directing the arms build- 
up, the agent said. 

The risks involved in acting as a 
spy in a country like Iraq were 
enormous, the agent said, given 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s 
history of dealing brutally with 
those deemed to be traitors or for- | 
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eign agents. 

“Mr. Henderson was a very, very 
brave man to take this extra risk." 
the agent said. “He was extremely 
brave. There are very few people I 
have met who would take such risks 
and take them in their stride." 

Earlier testimony in the trial has 
indicated that British intelligence 
became interested in Matrix Chur- 
chill as early as 1986, when an agent 
from the counterintelligence service 
MI5 began “running" Mark Gut- 
teridge— a former company official 
not charged in this case — as an 
agent. 

But Gutteridge left the company 
in late 1988. amid growing indica- 
tions that Iraq was trying to obtain 



nuclear weapons or other arms of 
mass destruction. So MI6, the “sister 
company" of MI5 and the rough 
equivalent of the U.S. Central Intel- 
ligence Agency, decided to develop a 
new source inside Matrix Churchill, 
and that source was Henderson. 
“Our obsession,” the agent said, was 
that Saddam would develop nuclear 
or other strategic weapons. “Conven- 
tional weapons were less a strategic 
intelligence priority," he said. 

The MI6 agent denied repeatedly 
that Henderson had told him about 
the specific arms-related contracts 
between Matrix Churchill and the 
Iraqis that are the focus of the trial. 
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He acknowledged, however, that 
he never pressed Henderson for de- 
tails of any possible involvement by 
Matrix Churchill in the contracts, 
although he did press to know spe- 
cifics about how other companies 
were involved in other projects. 

Under cross-examination by de- 
fense attorney Geoffrey Robertson, 
the agent also acknowledged that on 
at least two occasions he counseled 
Henderson on business matters. 
Once, he advised him on how to quiet 
Iraqi fears that might have led them 
to sever ties with the firm. Another 
time he set up a meeting for Hender- 
son at the Foreign Office so Hender- 
son could press to have his export 
licenses for Iraq-bound equipment 
approved more rapidly. 

Henderson and the two other for- 
mer Matrix Churchill officials — 
Trevor Abraham and Peter Alien- 
have pleaded not guilty to the 
charges. 



